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BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KING’S LYNN & WEST NORFOLK
ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY PANEL
Minutes from the Meeting of the Environment and Community Panel held on
Tuesday, 15th February, 2022 at 4.30 pm in the Assembly Room, Town Hall,
Saturday Market Place, King's Lynn PE30 5DQ
PRESENT: Councillors C Sampson (Chair), C Bower, A Bubb, S Collop, M de
Whalley, I Devereux, C Hudson (substitute for M Wilkinson), J Kirk and J Moriarty
(substitute for S Squire)
PORTFOLIO HOLDER:
Councillor P Kunes – Portfolio Holder for Environment and Climate Change
MEMBERS PRESENT UNDER STANDING ORDER 34: Councillor Kemp
OTHER MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Squire and Rust.
OFFICERS:
Martin Chisholm – Assistant Director
Henry Saunders – Climate Change Officer
Dave Robson – Environmental Health Officer
Craig Pease – Licensing Enforcement Officer
EC54:

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Wilkinson and
Bullen.

EC55:

MINUTES
RESOLVED: The Minutes from the previous meeting were agreed as a
correct record and signed by the Chair.

EC56:

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

EC57:

URGENT BUSINESS
There was none.

EC58:

MEMBERS PRESENT PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 34
Councillor Kemp.
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EC59:

CHAIR'S CORRESPONDENCE
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
The Chair provided an update on the Urban Wildlife Informal Working
Group.

EC60:

DISTRICT EMISSIONS REPORT
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
The Environmental Health Manager and Climate Change Officer
presented the District Emissions report as attached.
The Chair thanked officers for the report and invited questions and
comments from the Panel, as summarised below.
In response to a question from Councillor Bubb relating to emissions
from the Crematorium, officers explained that the data was included in
the Councils Carbon Audit and the current equipment used was quite
new, ran efficiently and removed most pollutants. When the equipment
needed replacing, other options could be considered.
Councillor Kemp addressed the Panel under Standing Order 34. She
made reference to high levels due to peatland and forestry and asked
how this could be improved. The Environmental Health Manager
explained that DEFRA were working on a National Peat Action Plan
which was due to be published in the summer. The Council were also
in discussion with the NFU on local measures and working on
monitoring and data collection. The Climate Change Officer explained
that the DEFRA Task Force were looking at improvements to
agricultural land and options to preserve productive land as well as
reducing emissions and protecting the peat. Once the report had been
published, local options could then be considered.
Councillor Moriarty thanked officers for their presentation but was
disappointed that it had not been circulated in advance. Officers
explained that following this meeting the website would be updated, the
presentation would be shared, and any further questions could be
submitted to officers.
Councillor de Whalley referred to other Local Authorities who had funds
to re-wet peatland, land rotation and resting land. The Environmental
Health Manager explained that a range of measures would be explored
in the DEFRA National Peat Action Plan which would be published in
the Summer.
The Chair commented that there were a lot of organisations looking at
these issues and hoped that organisations would work together as

585

appropriate.
The Vice Chair made reference to the Water
Management Alliance and the creation of new reservoirs.
Councillor Devereux referred to the Environment Agency Study on the
Future of the Fens and approaches to wetlands. He also made
reference to COP26 and the importance of the Fens. It was also noted
that an Environment Agency briefing for Councillors had been arranged
for March.
The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Climate Change, Councillor
Kunes, explained that the District Emissions reports also included
different areas such as Industry and Transport and that these were
areas which could be tackled, and work was ongoing to look at how
emissions could be reduced.
RESOLVED: 1. The report was noted.
2. The Panel be kept updated on progress as required.
EC61:

CABINET REPORT - HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE
LICENSING PROCEDURES AND CONDITIONS
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
The Licensing Enforcement Officer presented the Cabinet report and
explained the revisions proposed for the Hackney Carriage and Private
Hire Licensing Procedures and Conditions.
He highlighted the
changes related to Electric Vehicles, Age and Mileage.
He also outlined the consultation process and representations
received.
The Chair thanked the Licensing Enforcement Officer for his report and
invited questions and comments from the Panel, as summarised below.
Councillor de Whalley made reference to the age policy for Electric
Vehicles and asked why mileage had not also been increased. The
Licensing Enforcement Officer explained that the mileage had not been
increased as wear and tear on vehicles would be the same regardless
of the type of engine.
In response to a question from Councillor Moriarty, the Licensing
Enforcement Officer explained that Licence Holders had to undertake
Safeguarding Training and were required to report any incidents to the
Council or the Police as appropriate. Any incident reported to the
Council was held on the system and investigated as required.
Councillor Moriarty queried the track changes in the document and it
was explained that the document was in a link within the Cabinet
Report.
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RESOLVED: That the Environment and Community Panel support the
recommendations to Cabinet as set out below.
That the Council be invited to adopt the revised Hackney Carriage and
Private Hire Licensing Procedures and Conditions Booklet.
EC62:

EXXPEDITION UPDATE - COUNCILLOR SQUIRE
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
Councillor Squire presented information on her role as an Ambassador
to eXXpedition which was a not-for-profit organisation that ran
expeditions at sea and virtual voyages on land to understand the
causes of and solutions to ocean plastic pollution.
A copy of the presentation is attached.
The Chair thanked Councillor Squire for her presentation and invited
questions and comments from the Panel, as summarised below.
Councillor Moriarty asked what was gained by determining the origin of
plastics and if Councillor Squire was seeking further action from the
Panel. Councillor Squire explained that the aim of her presentation
was to raise awareness and the purpose of determining the origin of
plastics was so that it could be tracked back to source.
RESOLVED: The Panel noted the presentation.

EC63:

SINGLE USE PLASTICS INFORMAL WORKING GROUP UPDATE COUNCILLOR DE WHALLEY
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
Councillor de Whalley provided an update on the work of the Informal
Working Group as attached
In response to a question from Councillor Moriarty, the cost of the
schools competition was clarified.
Councillor Kemp addressed the Panel under Standing Order 34 and
mentioned the use of plastics in supermarkets.
The Portfolio Holder, Councillor Kunes commented that loose fruit and
vegetables could be packed in reusable bags or nets or just purchased
loose.
The Chair felt that Supermarkets were putting effort into reducing
packaging.
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The Panel also discussed items which could be recycled and food
waste recycling.
Councillor de Whalley informed the Panel he would feedback
comments from the Panel to the next meeting of the Informal Working
Group.
RESOLVED: The update was noted.
EC64:

PORTFOLIO HOLDER QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
No questions had been submitted in advance of the meeting.

EC65:

WORK PROGRAMME AND FORWARD DECISION LIST
Councillor Moriarty asked if further Climate Change updates needed to
be scheduled into the Work Programme. The Chair advised that these
would be brought to the Panel as and when required.
RESOLVED: The Panel’s Work Programme was noted.

EC66:

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Environment and Community Panel was
scheduled to take place on 22nd March 2022 at 4.30pm.

The meeting closed at 6.15pm

