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REPORT SUMMARY
PURPOSE OF REPORT/SUMMARY:
To consider the proposed King’s Lynn Special Expenses for the year 2022/2023.
KEY ISSUES:
The terms of reference for the King’s Lynn Area Consultative Committee (KLACC) describe
one of its roles as acting as a consultative forum, on the funding raised by, and utilisation of
the King’s Lynn Special Expenses, and to offer input on priorities for this expenditure and if
appropriate the level of funds to be raised. This will need to be a recommendation to
Cabinet.
Any recommendations will need to be made in full consideration of the implications on the
Special Expenses charge.
OPTIONS CONSIDERED:
1. Make no recommendations for changes to Special Expenses for the 2022/2023
financial year.
2. Make recommendations to Cabinet on the priorities for, and utilisation of, the Special
Expenses charge for King’s Lynn, for the period 2022/2023.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. That the Committee endorse the Special Expenses charge for 2022/2023 as set out
in section 2.2 of the report.
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS:
Making recommendations on the utilisation of Special Expenses for King’s Lynn was within
the original terms of reference of the Committee.

1.

Introduction

1.1

One of the Terms of Reference of KLACC, is “to act as a consultative forum on the
funding raised by, and utilisation of the King’s Lynn Special Expenses, and to offer input
on priorities for this expenditure and if appropriate the level of funds to be raised.”

1.2

The Local Government Finance Act 1992 defines a Local Authority’s Special Expenses.
It states that Special Expenses are any expenses incurred by the authority in performing
in a part of its area, a function performed elsewhere by a Parish Council.

1.3

Special Expenses are currently charged for:













1.4

Footway Lighting
Play Areas
Community Centres
Closed Churchyards
Allotments
Pavilions
Dog Bins
Open Spaces
Bus Shelters
Public Conveniences (80% of costs of Walks Broadwalk and Management
Building facilities)
Parish Partnership
Play area (Capital Scheme)

The total cost of Special Expenses is met by the Council tax payers of King’s Lynn. The
annual charge to the residents is made through an addition to the Council Tax bill. The
table below details the special expenses charge 2021/2022 for King’s Lynn.

Footway Lighting
Play Areas
Community Centres
Closed Churchyards
Allotments
Pavilions
Dog bins
Open Spaces
Bus Shelters (Parish Partnership)
Bus Shelters
Public Conveniences
Parish Partnership Traffic Calming
Capital Scheme - Play Area
Total
Less Council Tax Support Grant
Net Total Charged as Special Expenses
Taxbase 2021/2022

Charge
2021/22
£
49,325
37,900
26,980
10,570
7,900
34,750
11,760
317,750
750
8,900
14,070
1,445
2,345
524,445
(6,873)
517,572
10,660

Band D Charge 2021/2022

48.55

Band D Charge 2020/2021

46.23

Increase

£2.33

Percentage Increase

5.03%

1.5

Due to the impact of Covid and subsequent closure of some buildings to the general
public since lockdown, it was necessary to relocate some council staff to South Lynn
Community Centre in order to provide a Covid-safe working environment for staff. It is
expected that staff will be shortly be relocated back to their original place of work so the
centre will be able to resume some of its usual functions accepting there may be
continuing covid safe practices that needs to be complied with. The community centre
budget was reduced for 2021/2022 to take account of the reduction in costs but will be
reinstated from 2022/2023.

2.

Special Expenses 2022/2023

2.1

The council tax base for King’s Lynn for 2022/2023 is estimated at 10,768 which is an
increase of 108 from 2021/2022. This is subject to approval at this time.

2.2

The table below details the special expenses charge 2021/2022 for King’s Lynn.

Footway Lighting
Play Areas
Community Centres
Closed Churchyards
Allotments
Pavilions
Dog bins
Open Spaces
Bus Shelters (Parish Partnership)
Bus Shelters
Public Conveniences
Parish Partnership Traffic Calming
Total charged as Special Expenses
Taxbase 2022/2023

Charge
2022/23
£
44,980
46,550
51,650
10,760
7,230
36,070
11,990
300,820
750
6,238
14,320
1,450
532,810
10,768

Band D Charge 2022/2023

49.48

Band D Charge 2021/2022

48.55

Increase

£0.93

Percentage Increase

1.92%

2.3

The main movements between the special expenses charge for 2021/2022 and
2022/2023 are –


Footway lighting reduction of £4,345 – an additional cost was incurred in
2021/2022 due to a planned refit of lighting. It is currently expected that costs
will reduce in line with previous years spend. However, we are waiting for
confirmation of this so there is a risk this figure could increase on confirmation.



Play areas increase of £6,305 – this increase is due to an increase in repairs and
maintenance costs that have been incurred in the last two financial years. Some
cost increase has been due to additional costs relating to covid compliance. We
are waiting for further clarification to ascertain whether this projected increase
excludes this type of costs so there is a risk that this figure will reduce once
confirmed.



Community Centres increase of £25,250 – this increase is a result of reinstating
the community centre budget as explained at paragraph 1.5



Closed churchyards, pavilions, dog bins, public conveniences – these increases
are inflationary increases whilst awaiting further information. There has been a
significant increase in costs relating to closed churchyards which are usually
passed on through special expenses. It is anticipated this cost will increase
once further information is received.



Open Spaces reduction of £16,930 – this decrease is due to the removal of a
site at Salters Road. There was also a review undertaken of tractor cutting to
ensure plans aligned with maintenance on the ground



Bus Shelters reduction of £2,660 – this reduction is reflective of an increase in
bus shelter income which is expected to continue next year.

2.4

It was anticipated that the Council would not receive any revenue support grant in
2021/2022 due to implementation of reforms to local government funding. However,
due to the pandemic, the reforms were deferred and the council received a one year
settlement which included continuation of the revenue support grant for one year. The
council currently has no information on what financial settlement it might receive from
Government for 2022/23 at this stage. Central Government have indicated to
Government Departments such as the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities (formally MHCLG) that there may be a multi-year settlement but there is
no certainty that this will be passed on to Local Authorities. Without any certainty, it has
been necessary to remove the Council Tax Support Grant element from the calculation
for special expenses.

2.5

Consideration needs to be given to the affordability of any new schemes as to whether
they are within the £5 limit on increasing council tax.

3.

New Schemes

3.1

There is the possibility of one scheme being proposed. It is anticipated there will be a
further update provided for the meeting where financial implications will need
consideration.

4.

Financial Implications

4.1

There will be financial implications associated with the allocation of Special Expenses.
The implications will depend on the recommendations which the Committee make to
Cabinet.

4.2

If special expenses exceed the £5 limit on increasing council tax, it may be necessary
to make further amendments to comply with the legislation on council tax increases.
These will be reported back accordingly.

5.

Conclusion

5.1

As part of their terms of reference the King’s Lynn Area Consultative Committee
(KLACC) can make recommendations on priorities for the expenditure and if appropriate
the level of funds to be raised through Special Expenses within King’s Lynn.

5.2

The Committee is asked to consider and endorse the special expenses charge for
2022/2023 as set out in the report whilst noting the financial implications around those
areas that may need to be amended.

