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BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KING’S LYNN & WEST NORFOLK

LOCAL PLAN TASK GROUP

Minutes from the Meeting of the Local Plan Task Group held on Thursday, 
15th March, 2018 at 10.00 am in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Saturday 

Market Place, King's Lynn PE30 5DQ

PRESENT: Councillor R Blunt (Chairman)
Councillors A Bubb, C J Crofts, J Moriarty, M Peake, Miss S Sandell, D Tyler and 

Mrs E Watson

Officers:
Felix Beck, Graduate Planner
Alex Fradley, Senior Planner
Alan Gomm, LDF Manager

1  APOLOGIES 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs S Buck.

2  NOTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The notes of the meeting held on 21 February 2018 were agreed as a 
correct record.

3  MATTERS ARISING 

Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)

The Local Plan Manager confirmed that an officer from the CCG would 
be attending the next Task Group meeting on 11 April 2018.

Norfolk Strategic Planning Framework

The Local Plan Manager informed the Task Group that the report was 
approved at Cabinet on 13 March 2018.

4  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

5  URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no urgent business.

6  MEMBERS PRESENT PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 34 
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Councillor T Parish for the whole Agenda.

7  CHAIRMAN'S CORRESPONDENCE (IF ANY) 

There was none.

8  GOVERNMENT'S DRAFT NEW NPPF (PUBLISHED ON 5 MARCH 
2018) 

The Local Plan Manager and Senior Planner provided an overview on 
the Government consultation - Changes to National Planning Policy 
launched on 5 March 2018.

It was explained that now that the proposed content of the revised draft 
NPPF was known, the Task Group and officers could explore the 
documents, discuss possible implications for the Local Plan review, 
and start to consider potential options moving forward.

The Task Group’s attention was drawn to the following sections of the 
consultation document:

 Greater responsibility.
 Maximising the use of land.
 Maintaining strong protections for the environment.
 Ensuring the right homes are built.
 Higher quality and design.
 More transparent planning process.
 Achieving sustainable development.
 Plan-making.
 Decision-making.
 Delivering a sufficient supply of homes.
 Housing Delivery Test.
 Promoting sustainable transport.
 Supporting high quality communications.
 Making effective use of land.
 Achieving well designed places.
 Affordable housing.
 Developer contributions.
 Further changes to the planning system and further 

consultations.
 Timescales.

The Planning Policy Manager, Senior Planner and Graduate Planner 
responded to questions relating to:

 Level of responses received to previous consultation 
documents.
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 Housing delivery test/ensuring delivery of sites allocated.
 Local authorities considering revised arrangements for 

completion of development following approval of planning 
permission – for example, 3 years to 2 years.

 Five year land supply.
 Custom and Self Build Initiative could assist in progressing 

stalled sites.
 Employment needs.
 Density per individual site.
 Borough Council’s Design policy.
 Flexibility to ensure right homes built e.g. starter homes.
 Neighbourhood Plans – funding/process of adoption and review 

requirements/process.
 Affordable housing.
 Starter Homes.
 Pre-commencement conditions.
 Viability assessment.
 Implications of Local Plan being reviewed on a 5 year basis.
 Sustainable development.
 Planning permissions for development outside the existing 

development boundaries.
 Core planning principles.
 Housing numbers required in the currently plan to 2026.
 Exception sites.
 Transport in rural areas and necessity to use a car to access 

services in local towns.
 Community Infrastructure Levy.
 Cumulative impacts on the road network.
 Allocation of sites/part of site(s).
 Agricultural land/use of redundant farm buildings for potential 

housing units.
 Pre-application consultation/charges.
 Statutory consultees.

AGREED:  The Local Plan Team to draft a response to the 
consultation document and email to the Task Group to consider prior to 
the deadline of 10 May 2018.

9  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Task Group would take place on Wednesday 
11 April 2018 at 10 am in the Card Room, Town Hall, Saturday Market 
Place, King’s Lynn.

Councillors J Moriarty and S Sandell offered apologies for the meeting.

The meeting closed at 11.52 am
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