
1

BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KING’S LYNN & WEST NORFOLK

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK TASK GROUP

Notes from the Meeting of the Local Development Framework Task Group 
held on Wednesday, 10th August, 2016 at 10.00 am in the Miles Room, 

Town Hall, Saturday Market Place, King's Lynn

PRESENT: Councillor R Blunt (Chairman)
Councillors A Bubb, C J Crofts, M Peake (Vice-Chairman), Miss S Sandell, 

D Tyler and Mrs E Watson

1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor J Moriarty.

2  NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The notes of the previous meeting held on 13 July 2016 were agreed 
as a correct record.

3  MATTERS ARISING 

None.

4  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

5  MEMBERS ATTENDING UNDER STANDING ORDER 34 

There were no Members present under Standing Order 34.

6  INSPECTOR'S REPORT (VERBAL UPDATE) 

The LDF Manager provided a verbal update and explained that the 
Inspector’s Report had been sent to the Planning Inspectorate 
approximately 10 days ago.  The Inspector would be allowed a 3 week 
period to carry out a legal sense check.

The report would then be forwarded to the Borough Council to allow a 
fact check to be undertaken within a 2 week period.

The Inspector’s Report would be considered at Cabinet on 7 
September 2016
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AGREED:  That the update report be noted.

7  PLAN REVIEW 

a) Further Consideration of Vision and Objectives

In presenting the report, the Graduate Planner reminded the Members 
that as part of the Local Plan review process the Vision and Objectives 
from the Core Strategy (2011) were presented to the LDF Task Group 
at a previous meeting.  A detailed discussion took place as to 
amendments that could potentially be made going forward.  Key 
themes emerged from the discussion which were debated and put 
forward to be included within a revised Vision and set of objectives.

The Task Group’s attention was drawn to the following sections of the 
report:

 The emerging thoughts which covered the themes discussed.
 Additional themes which rose from discussions relating to the potential 

strategic options for the Borough.
 Vision for King’s Lynn and West Norfolk to 2036, and a set of 

objections based upon the themes which had emerged from previous 
discussions.

The Graduate Planner explained that text to be removed appeared with 
a strikethrough and any new text was underlined.  This enabled the 
potential changes to be read in the context of those existing.  For ease 
of comparison the numbering presented remained unchanged from that 
within the Core Strategy.

Following comments on ensuring that the appropriate infrastructure 
was in place to support the Borough Council’s level of growth, the LDF 
Manager suggested that the text be amended to read:  improve 
strategic connections.

AGREED: The text within the document be amended as set out below:

 Section relating to infrastructure be amended to read improve 
strategic connections.

b) Further Consideration of Strategic Options for Growth

The Task Group was reminded that an earlier discussion paper was 
presented to Members at the last meeting which explored the level of 
growth required over the Local Plan Review period (2016-2036).  It 
highlighted that in the region of 4,000 dwellings would need to be 
identified through the allocation process.  Five potential strategic 
growth options could be accommodated across the Borough were 
presented and subjected to a Sustainability Appraisal, against the 
Borough’s twenty Sustainability Objections.  The Task Group 
determined that Option 2 Spread was the most sustainable option, but 
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that a degree of development should be afforded to Hunstanton to 
support its role within the Borough, that Watlington should be afforded 
a higher allocation number than a Key Rural Service Centre (KRSC) 
recognising the presence of the train station and potential increases in 
rail services, that Marham should receive a higher allocation that a 
KRSC taking into account the presence and expansion of RAF 
Marham.

The Graduate Planner explained that the paper focused upon a 
variation of Option 2 Spread, titled 2A Hybrid Spread of Development.  
The strategic growth option was presented, subjected to the 
sustainability appraisal alongside the original five options that were 
considered.

The LDF Manager explained that following the comments from the 
previous Task Group meeting, a corridor had been created from King’s 
Lynn to Watlington/Downham Market where potentially the most growth 
could occur and suggested that the strategy be titled “Growth Corridor” 

The Task Group highlighted the importance of the correct infrastructure 
to support growth in both the south and north of the Borough.  The LDF 
Manager explained that the King’s Lynn Transport Strategy was still 
ongoing in the King’s Lynn area.  However, the LDF Manager informed 
the Task Group that an officer from Norfolk County Council could be 
invited to attend a future meeting to discuss if there was something that 
could be done to identify the blockages and if there was a mechanism 
to relief the pressure points.

The LDF Manager explained that the LDF Team would work up a plan 
containing outputs for the preferred option for consideration at a future 
meeting.

Following comments from Members on the decision not to specifically 
allocate residential housing sites for the Rural Villages, the LDF 
Manager explained that this had been predicated on Government 
change and advised that whilst the role of these settlements within the 
Borough was recognised, it was considered that contributions from 
smaller developments and windfall developments would ensure that 
those locally important settlements and their services were sustained.

In response to questions as to the criteria for determining facilities in 
villages, for example, Doctor’s surgery and some practices currently 
reaching saturation point, it was suggested that an officer from NHS 
Cambridge be invited to attended a future meeting.  The Principal 
Planner (Policy) explained that there was a limited amount that a local 
planning authority could do to influence expansion of or new Doctor’s 
surgeries. The local planning authority could allocate land, but could 
not ensure that a Doctor’s surgery would be willing to develop on the 
site.
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The Graduate Planner explained that the changes to Government 
policy were anticipated in the Autumn 2016.

AGREED: 1) A NCC Officer be invited to attend a future meeting of the 
Task Group.

2) An officer from NHS Cambridge/CCG be invited to attend a future 
meeting of the Task Group.

c) Consideration of the Settlement Hierarchy

The Graduate Planner provided an overview and explained that it 
ensured that new growth was appropriately distributed and the best 
opportunities of supporting existing and new business and community 
facilities was realised.

The Task Group was reminded that as part of the Local Plan Review 
process, it was important to consider whether Policy CS02 remained 
appropriate, or if it required an element of refining.  The discussion 
paper looked at the existing settlement hierarchy (including 
amendments introduced through the SADMP), an overview of how this 
was formed; and presented a review option going forward, with the 
NPPF in mind.

Members’ attention was drawn to the current Settlement Hierarchy.

In response to comments regarding West Walton/West Walton 
Highway being identified as a KRSC and the potential to be split to 
become two separate centres, the LDF Manager explained that if the 
two villages were decoupled it might end up with no growth or small 
scale development.

Concern was expressed that Grimston/Pott Row with Gayton was a 
KRSC and the comment was made that Gayton could be a standalone 
village.

Following comments on going forward with Key Rural Service Centres, 
the LDF Manager explained that there were a number of elements to 
consider as set out below:

 What services were available.
 Suitable sites/constraints.

It was explained that forms had been sent to the Parish Councils for 
their input (Appendix 1).

Members were reminded that the existing settlement hierarchy had 
been used to direct growth to sustainable settlements since the 
adoption of the Core Strategy in 2011.  The review would allow the 
opportunity to reassess the tier each settlement had been assigned to.
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The LDF Manager advised that it was suggested that the assessment 
criteria be modified to take account of the NPPF as set out in section 4 
of the discussion paper.

AGREED: The existing settlement hierarchy be reviewed at the next 
meeting of the Task Group.

8  2015/16 HOUSING TRAJECTORY AND 5 YEAR HOUSING LAND 
SUPPLY POSITION 

The Graduate Planner explained that the 2015/2016 Housing 
Trajectory and 5 Year Housing Land Supply Position was published on 
the Borough Council’s website and had been updated to take account 
of the Inspector’s Appeal decision regarding the Public Inquiry relating 
to a site in Heacham.

The Chairman, Councillor Blunt invited the Task Group to ask 
questions/comment.  

There were questions or comments from the Task Group.

AGREED: The link to the report be included on the next Agenda of the 
Regeneration and Development Panel for information only.

9  PLANNING POLICY TEAM WORK PROGRAMME FOR APRIL 2016 
TO MARCH 2017 

The LDF Manager provided an overview of the Policy Team Work 
Programme as circulated with the Agenda which was noted by the 
Task Group.

The Principal Planner (Policy) outlined the changes within the LDF 
Team.

AGREED:  A staff structure chart with photographs of the LDF Team 
and Planning Control be circulated to the Task Group.

10  SOUTH EAST LINCS LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION 

The LDF Manager explained that from time to time the Borough 
Council was consulted by neighbouring Local Planning Authorities and 
those that shared strategic issues, and invited to make 
representations/comments on their Local Plans and policy documents 
that they were formulating.

The Task Group discussed the Borough Council’s response.

AGREED:  The Borough Council’s response set out below be 
submitted to South East Lincolnshire Local Plan consultation:
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments relating to the 
above consultation.  The Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West 
Norfolk shares an administrative boundary with South Lincolnshire 
District Council, hence welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the 
development of the District.  The Borough Council of King’s Lynn and 
West Norfolk raises no objections to the documents, and requests that 
due consideration is given to cross-border impacts on west Norfolk (if 
any) at the planning application stage.

The Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk believes that the 
level of co-operation has been proportionate to the significant of the 
cross-border issues, and has met the requirements of the Duty to Co-
operate.

11  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the LDF Task Group will be held on Wednesday 
14 September 2016 at 10.00 am in the Committee Suite, King’s Court, 
Chapel Street, King’s Lynn.

The meeting closed at 11.45 am
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