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What is a Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy?

• A statutory requirement under the 
Environment Act 2021

• Led by Norfolk and Suffolk Nature 
Recovery Partnership (NRP) as the 
responsible authority

• Purpose:
o Identify local priorities for nature recovery
o Map existing habitats and opportunities for 

restoration
o Guide investment, land use, and planning 

decisions



Norfolk’s Vision for 
Nature Recovery
• Enhance biodiversity across Norfolk’s 

landscapes
• Reconnect fragmented habitats to 

support species movement
• Restore priority ecosystems: wetlands, 

heathlands, hedgerows, woodlands
• Support sustainable farming and land 

management
• Engage communities in nature 

stewardship



Strategy Components
• Local Habitat Map: showing existing 

and potential areas for recovery
• Statement of Biodiversity Priorities: 

tailored to Norfolk’s ecological needs
• Recovery Actions: practical steps for 

landowners, planners, and 
communities

• Monitoring Framework: to track 
progress and adapt over time



Environmental Benefits of Nature Recovery



Timeline of Development
DescriptionDate/PeriodPhase

Workshops with councils, landowners, 
NGOs, and community groups

Early 2024Initial/ preliminary 
stakeholder Engagement

Mapping, analysis, and drafting of 
LNRS components

Mid-2024 to 
spring 2025

Draft Strategy Preparation

Feedback period (closed 11 June 
2025)

April–June 2025Public Consultation

Cabinet-level approval and integration 
into planning frameworks

October 2025Final Strategy 
Endorsement

Strategy becomes operational across 
Norfolk

November 2025Formal Adoption



Key Partners
• Norfolk & Suffolk Nature Recovery 

Partnership (lead body)
• Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils
• District and Borough Councils (supporting 

authorities)
• Environmental NGOs (e.g. Natural 

England, Norfolk Wildlife Trust)
• Landowners, farmers, and community 

groups



Implementation (from 
2026)

• Planning and development: LNRS 
informs local plans, planning 
proposals, & biodiversity net gain

• Land management: aligns with 
Environmental Land Management 
schemes (ELMs)

• Funding and investment: guides 
nature-based project funding

• Community action: supports local 
initiatives and citizen science



Next Steps
• Adopt the final LNRS (Full Council, 

November 2025)
• Public launch event – 6 November 

2025
• Promote LNRS integration into 

local planning and decision-making
• Champion nature recovery projects 

in your wards
• Encourage public engagement and 

partnerships


