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Aim to Permit 

Council will recall a motion at the July meeting supporting a six point plan for 
gambling reform. To take that forward I attended a Peers for Gambling Reform 
Summit on 3rd September in London. At the meeting I met with the Deputy 
Leader of Brent Council and we have subsequently signed up officially to their 
campaign. That same morning in the House of Commons Dawn Butler MP 
asked a question of the Prime Minister on this very subject. He responded by 
saying “It is important that local authorities are given additional tools and 
powers to ensure vibrant high streets. We are looking, Mr Speaker, at 
introducing cumulative impact assessments. 
 
“These are like those already in place for alcohol licensing. We will give councils 
stronger powers over the location and numbers of gambling outlets to help, 
safe, thriving, high streets.” 
 
However, the Minister for Gambling and Heritage, Baroness Twycross was, at 
the same time across London at the Summit expressing her belief that it was 
possible to significantly expand the gambling industry in this county whilst 
increasing public health protection. 
 
Lord Foster of Bath, also an attendee and speaker, had put forward an 
amendment to the Planning and Infrastructure Bill as follows: 
“(c)the use of health impact assessments when considering applications for 
new premises licensed under the Gambling Act 2005 or applications to convert 
premises to gambling premises under the Town and Country Planning (Use 
Classes) Order 1987 (1987/764), and 
(d)the number of premises licensed under the Gambling Act 2005 to be limited 
on the grounds of the cumulative impact on the health and wellbeing of the 
public.” 
 
But on the 9th September he was persuaded to withdraw the amendment for 
the following reason: "This is unnecessary, as national planning policy is clear 
that planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve healthy places that 
enable and support healthy living. Local planning authorities are already able 
to put in place appropriate policies to support this; this includes policies that 
they can implement through their local plan. In relation to betting offices, they 
can introduce healthy impact assessments and SDSs." 
 
So, the Government has said it will address this issue when ‘parliamentary time 
allows’. 



I spy long grass. 
 
More on Peers for Gambling Reform and other attendees 
Peers for Gambling Reform (PGR) was formed in 2020 to ensure the 
recommendations made in the House of Lords Social and Economic Impact of 
the Gambling Industry Select Committee Report ‘Gambling Harm: Time for 
Action’ were carried forward and implemented by Government, the Gambling 
Commission or other relevant bodies. 
 
Peers for Gambling Reform – Established by Peers to implement the 
recommendations of the House of Lords Select Committee on the Social and 
Economic Impact of the Gambling Industry's report into gambling harm. 
Clean Up Gambling 
Clean Up Gambling 
Coalition to End Gambling Ads 
CEGA – Coalition To End Gambling Ads 
Against the Odds 
We are Against the Odds: Is it time to end gambling sponsorship? 
Gambling with Lives 
Home - gamblingwithlives.org 
Gamlearn 
Home - GamLEARN 
Campaign for Fairer Gamblin 
The Campaign for Fairer Gambling 
 
I encourage those with an interest in this subject, and who wish to help to 
campaign for more local influence for elected councils over where and when 
gambling premises are permitted, to visit and support the organisations above 
by going to their websites through the links in the online version of this report. 
 
West Winch Stakeholders Group 
 
The meeting planned for 21st July had been postponed as it was intended to 
hold it after the Access Road had gone to County’s Planning Committee, which 
it has still to do. We did however meet on 15th September so that stakeholders 
could be updated on the status of the access road in the planning application 
process. 
 
At the July meeting County officers undertook to hold meetings with West 
Winch and North Runcton Parish Councils. The former of these has taken 
place, and West Winch Parish Council is looking to have its meeting once the 
Village Hall is confirmed as available. Another full engagement session, similar 
to the one held at West Winch school in January 2024, will be organised once 
the planning application has been determined. I intend for the stakeholders 
group to meet again in November. 
 
Licensing 
 
Legislation requires we review our Licensing Act Policy this year and have a 
new one in place by Jan 2026 – consultation ended on 31st August Going to 

https://peersforgamblingreform.org/
https://peersforgamblingreform.org/
https://peersforgamblingreform.org/
https://cleanupgambling.com/
https://cega.org.uk/
https://www.againsttheodds.org.uk/
https://www.gamblingwithlives.org/
https://www.gamlearn.org.uk/
https://www.fairergambling.com/


E+C on 7th October, Cabinet on 11th November and then for approval by Full 
Council. . 
 
The Tobacco and Vapes Bill is still at committee stage in the House of Lords, 
and is said to require any premises selling tobacco, vapes and associated 
products to have a premises licence, and any person a personal licence. 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3879 To be administered by Local Authorities 
and enforced by Trading Standards (may change?!). Will have a big impact on 
workload if it is implemented as per the bill. Currently working on establishing 
the number of premises within our area. 
 
We are now completing the first round of inspections at all Gambling premises 
licensed within the borough – we will inspect twice each year, once more before 
the end of March 2026. Premises includes - Adult Gaming Centres, Betting 
shops, Family Entertainment Centres, Bingo Premises and Gaming Machines 
in Pubs.  
 
Licensing Committee – application for a new club premises certificate at 
Bircham Cricket Club was withdrawn in July.  
 
Licensing and Appeals Board heard an application in July for a licensed vehicle 
wishing to deviate from conditions re door signage, was refused.  Another 
hearing is being arranged for October for a driver who has 9 penalty points on 
their DVLA Driving licence (exempt hearing).  
 
Licensing officers were assisted by Norfolk Police on 18th September in a joint 
operation to stop check licensed private hire and hackney carriage vehicles. 15 
vehicles were checked in total over 2 locations, Austin Fields and Gaywood 
Road. 2 fully compliant. 1 Unfit vehicle notice serviced (external plate in 
window, chip in windscreen and very dirty). 10 drivers not wearing their driver 
badges on their person. 4 internal licence plates incorrectly positioned. All had 
follow up letters where non-compliance was found.  
 
Both large scale events within our Borough happened in August. Hougton 7-
10th August and Sandringham 14-17th August. Licensing have received one 
complaint directly – re Houghton, distress from a horse in a nearby field. 
Sandringham de-brief through the SAG is on 28th October 2025. Still waiting 
advice from FOI team re data sharing (Brigid - horse).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3879


Planning and Discharge of Conditions applications received 

Application numbers at the end of August are down compared to same period last 
year, -193 applications. 
 

 
 
Housing Numbers 
 

 The 5 Year Housing Land Supply Position is 7.9 years’ worth (against a 

minimum of 5 years).  This test assesses if there is enough housing land 

supply to meet the housing need over a future 5-year period. 

 The current Housing Delivery Test (HDT) result in 87%.  This means that a 

HDT Action Plan has been published.  This test assesses if enough homes 

have been delivered over the past 3 years against the need. 

 The Borough Council will be benchmarked against the Local Housing Need 

(LHN) of 554 new homes per year, as we adopted our Local Plan earlier this 

year.  The LHN figure under the new standard method introduced by 

Government is indicatively 989 new homes per year.  The next local plan will 

be working towards this. 

 For Q1 (April-June) 2025/26 78 new homes were completed within the 

Borough. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20079/planning_policy_and_local_plan/753/5-year_housing_land_supply_position_and_housing_delivery_test_hdt
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20079/planning_policy_and_local_plan/753/5-year_housing_land_supply_position_and_housing_delivery_test_hdt


 
Major and Minor dwelling applications and householder applications received 
comparison 
 

 1/9/22 – 
31/8/23 

1/9/23 – 
31/8/24 

1/9/24 – 
31/8/25 

No. of Major dwelling applications rec’d 16 18 25 

No. of Minor dwelling applications rec’d 302 217 266 

No. of Householder applications rec’d 684 576 577 

Total 1002 811 868 

*Minor dwelling applications = up to 10 units *Major dwelling applications = over 
10 units 

2025 performance for determining planning applications 1/1/25 – 31/8/25 

 National target Performance 

Major 60% 86% 

Non – Major 70% 93% 

 
Appeal Performance – appeal decisions made by The Planning Inspectorate 
between 1/9/24 – 31/8/25.  This measure is different to the ‘quality of decision’ 
measure.  

 Officer delegated Committee 
overturns 

Total 

Appeals 
Dismiss
ed 

Allowe
d 

Dismisse
d 

Allowe
d 

Dismisse
d 

Allowe
d 

Planning 52 10 5 4 57 14 

 84% 16% 56% 44% 80% 20% 

Enforcement 2 0     

 100% 0%     

 
Quality of decisions 
 
This measure calculates the percentage of the total number of decisions made by 
the Local Planning Authority on applications that are then overturned at Appeal.   
 
The Assessment period for this measure is two years up to and including the most 
recent quarter plus 9 months.  Therefore, performance at the end of May 2025 is 
calculated as follows: 
 
Planning applications determined by the Local Planning Authority between 
01/12/2022 to 30/11/2024 (not the date the Local Planning Authority receives the 
appeal decision from the Inspectorate) plus 9 months to allow appeals to be 
determined by the Planning Inspectorate = 31/8/2025.  
 
The threshold for designation for both Major and Non-Major is 10% - this is the figure 
that should not be exceeded, otherwise there is a risk of the Authority being 
designated by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG).  



 

MAJOR 

No. of Decisions Issued No. Allowed on Appeal % Overturned 

99 3 3.03% 

 

NON-MAJOR 

No. of Decisions Issued No. Allowed on Appeal % Overturned 

2890 27 0.93% 

 

Revenue income for financial year 2025/26 (Planning and Discharge income) 

Figures are based on a full year projected income budget of £1,218,500. 

Projected Actual 
Variance with 
projected 

April 25 – August 25 April 25 – August 25  

£507,708 £609,734 +£102,026 

 
 
Development Management (DM) staff update 
 
A member of staff within the validation team has left to pursue a career at Broadland 
District Council and we are in the process of recruiting to this position. 
 
In terms of DM, a Graduate Planner has left, and we are in the process of recruiting 
to this position.  Also, Clare Malcomson has joined us as a Principal Planning Officer 
and will be responsible for managing one of the DM teams, structure below: 
 

 



 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
 
The CIL Spending Panel have been working with officers to produce a new CIL 
Spending Strategy and Policy Document which will replace the existing CIL 
Governance arrangements. 
 
If the documents get Cabinet approval, the 1st round of funding applications will open 
on 1 March and close at 5pm on the 1 May 2026.  
 
The CIL webpages have all been reviewed and will be updated to reflect the new CIL 
application details. Officers will provide guidance and training for Parish clerks and 
elected members in November, to enable them to prepare their applications. 
The new arrangements will be publicised on the Council’s webpages and by the 
Corporate Comms team. 
 
Local Plan / Planning Policy 
 
Following adoption of the Local Plan and over the summer months we have been 
busy on implementation of the Plan and preparing for the next one.  This has included 
the following:  
 
Local Plan Implementation 
 

 The Local Plan is already supported by an Interactive Planning Policies Map, 

but this has been significantly expanded into a fully interactive online version 

of the Local Plan.  The new Interactive Local Plan 2021-2040 is now live. 

 

 There is also now a set of explanatory notes on a number of policies to aid 

understanding and these can be viewed here.  

Monitoring Refresh  
 

 Custom and Self-Build Position Statement (May 2025) – measuring numbers 

of Custom and Self-Build homes permitted since 2016, set against the legal 

Custom and Self-Build Register. 

 Housing Delivery Test Action Plan 2025 – including an indicative 2024 HDT 

result (93%), with the final 2024 result expected to be confirmed in late 2025. 

 2024-2025 housing trajectory – for the monitoring period 1 April 2024 – 31 

March 2025, showing latest 5-year housing land supply calculation (7.9 years) 

and an updated record of current planning permissions and Local Plan 

housing land allocations, and when these are anticipated to come forward 

(2025-2040). 

 Interactive Monitoring Map – showing the location of new homes completed 

in the Borough during the 2024/25 financial year, as well as housing sites 

which have planning permission and have started.  This can be explored by 

parish. 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/940a53e9c76e46bea66d20b49f9a6adb/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/29ddb9f00f2643bc8cadc60cb2b66072?item=1
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20079/planning_policy_and_local_plan/1207/local_plan_2021-2040
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/9525/custom_and_self_build_position_statement_-_may_2025.pdf
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/9543/housing_delivery_test_action_plan_update_-_june_2025.pdf
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/9602/housing_land_supply_trajectory_data_-_2024_to_2025.xlsx
https://bcklwn.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/interactivelegend/index.html?appid=879aa5eb16f24afcafb8c9916a052d8a


New Planning System 
 

 We are awaiting confirmation of the new planning and plan-making system 

from Government, anticipated shortly.  This will likely include further 

legislation, policy, and guidance, templates, and a further focus on digital.  

 

 Prior to this we are considering the likely direction of travel and what will be 

needed to start the process of a new local plan given that the timescale is 

likely to be 30 months, that both devolution and local government re-

organisation is gathering pace, and that the process for plan-making will be 

different with a focus on streaming, speed and standardisation.  The latest 

Chief Planners Newsletter gives a flavour. 

Neighbourhood Planning Update 
  
As of September 2025, there are 22 “made” (adopted) neighbourhood plans in place, 
covering 25 parishes.  This includes, most recently, the Ringstead Neighbourhood 
Plan 2021-2036, passed at referendum on 13th February 2025 and “made” on 20th 
February 2025. 
 
A number of Neighbourhood Plans are expected to come forward to be “made”/ 
adopted during the 2025-2026 financial year.  Details are set out below: 
 
 
Neighbourhood Plans that have reached submission stage (Regulation 15) and 
are anticipated to be “made” (adopted) by March 2026 
 

  Current position  

Marshland St James 
Neighbourhood Development 
Plan 2022-2038 

Due to go to referendum, 2 October 2025; 
anticipated to be “made” during October 2025  

Syderstone Neighbourhood 
Plan 2022-2038 

Examiner’s Report issued 22 August 2025. 
 
Anticipated to go to referendum in November 
2025 and be “made” November/ December 2025  

The Walpoles Neighbourhood 
Plan 2022 – 2036 

Examiner’s Report issued 28 August 2025. 
 
Anticipated to go to referendum, late-November 
2025 and be “made” November/ December 2025  

Docking Neighbourhood Plan 
2023-2039 

Submitted by Docking Parish Council for 
independent examination, 14 August 2025. 
 
“Regulation 16” consultation anticipated 
September/ October – November 2025; 
examination November 2025 – early-2026; 
referendum spring 2026 

Walpole Cross Keys 
Neighbourhood Plan Review 
2022-2038 

Re-submitted by Walpole Cross Keys Parish 
Council for independent examination, 26 
August 2025. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-guidance-letters-to-chief-planning-officers#section


 
“Regulation 16” consultation anticipated October 
– November 2025; examination November 2025 
– early-2026; referendum spring 2026 

  
Other Emerging Neighbourhood Plans  
 

  Current position  

Ingoldisthorpe Various draft evidence documents under 
preparation (e.g. Design Codes, Housing Needs 
Assessment) prepared, 2024-2025; anticipated 
Regulation 14 consultation winter 2025/2026 

Pentney 1st draft Plan (Regulation 14) consultation 
March-May 2023; Plan submission anticipated 
by spring 2026 

Shouldham Preliminary 1st draft Plan and draft Strategic 
Environmental Assessment/ Habitat 
Regulations Assessment Screening Report 
under consultation with Environment Agency/ 
Historic England/ Natural England, September – 
October 2025. 
 
Regulation 14 consultation anticipated to take 
place, October – November 2025; submission 
for independent examination, early-2026. 

In addition, several other 
Parishes are designated 
Neighbourhood Areas, but 
progress with plan-making is 
unknown, or at an early stage 

Burnham Overy; Dersingham; Great 
Massingham; Outwell; Tilney St Lawrence; 
West Dereham 

 
Overall, it is anticipated that 5 Neighbourhood Plans are expected to come forward 
to referendum during the current (2025-2026) financial year.  Up to 3 Plans may then 
come forward during 2026-2027. 
 
This is despite essential financial support for developing Neighbourhood Plans, 
previously provided by Locality, having now been withdrawn (reported to the previous 
Council meeting, 31 July 2025).  This change may impact the ability of some 
communities to progress their planning work, and alternative support mechanisms 
may need to be considered moving forward.  It is awaited to see the impact of the 
withdrawal of Locality funding upon future Neighbourhood Plan preparation and / or 
reviews. 
 

  

 
 


