
CABINET MEMBERS REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 

27 March 2025 
 

 
COUNCILLOR SANDRA SQUIRE - CABINET MEMBER FOR  
ENVIRONMENT & COASTAL 
 

For the period 30 January to 27th March  
 

 
 

 
1 Progress on Portfolio Matters. 
 

 
Environmental Health: 
 
We hosted the Annual Eastern Region Shellfish Liaison meeting at the Town Hall 
recently.  
 
The meeting is chaired by the Borough Council and provides the forum for fishing 
representatives, Wash local authorities, and partner agencies to meet and discuss 
the past year and plans for the coming year and ensure that there is consistency of 
approach. Regular items for discussion consist of changes to shellfish classification 
areas, shellfish sampling and water quality results including any investigations that 
may have been undertaken during the year, quality and stocks of shellfish. The 
meeting also offers the opportunity to discuss and amend the Local Action Plan 
which provides the framework for the type of action required by partner agencies and 
fishing industry when there are poor results. This year the Food Standards Agency 
provided a presentation on the shellfish classification system and bacteriological and 
biotoxin monitoring. 
 
We also chaired the Norfolk Private Water Authorities group meeting. This meeting is 
held quarterly for Local Authorities to update on how private water programmes are 
progressing and discuss issues and concerns. These meetings help greatly to assist 
that actions taken by Local Authorities are measured and consistent. At this meeting 
we had a presentation by a local water treatment company who advised the group on 
what they look at when installing water treatment, and the difficulties they face 
particularly when using different treatments such as reverse osmosis and resin 
removal systems.   
 
Private Water Supplies are water supplies that are not directly provided by a water 
company, where the water is intended for human consumption or for any food 
undertaking where the quality of the water may affect the final product.  
 
In this Borough most private water supplies come from privately owned boreholes. As 
a local authority we have a duty under the Private Water Supply Regulations to 
undertake sampling and risk assessments of supplies that are shared or have some 
commercial element to them.  
 
 
 



 
For most supplies this will consist of 1 sample visit each year, to monitor parameters 
that may be harmful to health or indicate that the supply may be contaminated.  
 
Where sample results fail, our officers will ensure that suitable control measures are 
put in place and investigations are undertaken to establish the cause of the failure.  
 
The investigations can be quite complex and may involve further detailed samples, 
assessments of any treatment and supply systems as well as reviewing the materials 
used in them. Once an investigation has identified a reason for a failure, steps can be 
put in place by the supply owner to reduce the risk, sometimes this may be simple 
measures such as flushing a system or cleaning a tap, other times it results in 
treatment being installed such as inline UV to kill pathogenic bacteria. 
 
We currently know of 108 private water supplies in the Borough, serving over 200 
properties including camp sites and event/festival sites. As there is no legal 
requirement to register a private water supply, there may well be more that we aren’t 
currently aware of.  
 
Waste & Recycling: 
 
Food Waste Action Week is 17th-23rd March so once again we’re promoting use of 
food caddies to recycle food waste, reduce the amount of residual waste and 
generate electricity from the waste instead, so also reducing our carbon footprint.  
 
Remember you can use any bag or even newspaper to line your caddy.  
 
Anyone who needs a new food caddy can apply for one at: New or replacement bins | 

New or replacement bins | Borough Council of King's Lynn & West Norfolk 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
2 Forthcoming Activities and Developments. 
 

 
We will soon be launching a project in association with Mooncup, to provide 
subsidised reusable menstrual cups. Similar projects have been used in 
Cambridgeshire with great success and I’m very grateful for the help and 
advice received from both Huntingdonshire District Council and Cambs 
County Council officers.  
 
Disposable menstrual products create 200,000 tonnes of waste in the UK 
annually each year. Switching to a reusable period product can prevent 264 
single use items per person going into waste stream. Anglian Water estimate 
that 1.5 – 2 billion period products are flushed down the loo each year.  
 
Single use menstrual products are also commonly found washed up on 
beaches, they are the 5th most common item found on European beaches, 
more common  than single use coffee cups, cutlery or straws.  

https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20004/bins_and_recycling/274/new_or_replacement_bins
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20004/bins_and_recycling/274/new_or_replacement_bins


 
Most single use period products also contain large amounts of plastic, 
microplastics and chemicals.  
 
This is a joint project with Cllr Rust and her portfolio as this project will not 
only reduce waste, but will ensure women and girls across the borough can 
access menstrual cups at reduced cost and hopefully help eliminate period 
poverty locally.  
 
I’m excited by this project and the effect it could have not only on reducing 
waste and plastic pollution, but also the difference it could make to women 
and girls lives.  
 
 

 
3 Meetings Attended and Meetings Scheduled 
 

 
Norfolk Flood & Drought Summit 
Various Portfolio Briefings 
Cabinet 
Cabinet Sifting Meetings 
Cabinet Briefings 
Norfolk Coast Protected Landscapes Core Management Group Meeting 
Meeting with Huntingdon Council regarding Mooncup Project 
LGA Coastal SIG Water Quality Working Group 
Internal & External Meetings about Mooncup Project 
NEWS Company Board Meeting 
Joint Waste Contract Review & Development Board Meeting 
Norfolk Coastal Forum 
LGA Coastal SIG Water Quality Meetings 
Environment & Planning Directorate Morning 
LGA Coastal SIG Quarterly Meeting 
Wash & North Norfolk Marine Partnership Core Management Group Meeting 
Special Cabinet Meetings 
Extraordinary Council  
 
 

 
 
 
 


