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Firstly, I wish to thank officers for their input into this report. 

Councillors may recall there was a question from a member of the public at a Full Council 
earlier this year. The subject was Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) and as part of my answer 
I invited the questioner to help the council by giving us a ‘users’ perspective on some online 
mapping of TPOs we were working on. The meeting took place at the beginning of this month 
and proved very useful. The questions raised and input will help us move forward. The 
challenge is how we might engage with Parish Councils to also help with monitoring, and to 
increase public awareness of their potential role with TPOs. 

At the same Council meeting in January I said I would answer a question from Cllr Devulapalli 
in writing. I have already copied my response to all Councillors, but include it here. 

Hello Pallavi 
  
Thank you for your question of last week when you asked me if I supported, in principle, the 
idea of the Borough Council introducing a policy into the Licensing regime which encouraged 
the taxi industry to transit to low emission vehicles to tie in with other current carbon reduction 
policies and targets. 
  
Initial research indicates that a simple 'yes', or 'no' answer would be inappropriate. There 
would be significant challenges to introducing such a policy too quickly and, whilst it would 
broadly support our air quality action plan and climate change goals there are some things 
that should be considered in the round and take into account other aspects of our Business 
Plan. So, I certainly support the idea that we should explore, at some pace, the feasibility, 
usefulness and practicalities of introducing such a policy. In doing so we could bear in mind 
some of the following: 
  
In terms of existing infrastructure, additional EV chargers have now been installed at several 
Council Car Parks. Twenty six fast chargers (charge a car overnight) and four new Rapid 
EVCP (charge in a 30 mins) have been installed and would be available for taxis to use, but 
current usage levels would appear to be low. 
  
Rather than limiting ourselves to Cambridge, as they have higher AQ levels and a very small 
urban district compared to us, a broader comparison exercise would be more useful. 
  
Most EV users will charge at home because of the cost, therefore dedicated Taxi EVCP 
would need to be considered carefully. 
  
Overall AQ levels are falling and whilst we could argue this would support the AQAP, in 
practice the percentage reduction in emissions would be small. 
  
EV’s are not cheap (as you need an EV with long range battery for a taxi) and there is a 
small second-hand market, therefore cost to the SME could be large. 
  
We would need to consult with the trade. 



  
One in four new car sales are now electric vehicles and the days of the internal combustion 
engine are numbered. 
  
A taxi operator using a salon car with a range around 300 miles with little issue and they 
could get away with a home overnight charge, however Private Hire Airport transfers will 
struggle, they will not have the range to drop off and pick from some airports on a single 
charge and they would need to stop to refuel. 
  
You may need different policies for different operators depending on their business 
  
Taxis we license are a vital cog in school transport organised by Norfolk County Council. 
They currently consider emissions as more of a bench mark in tenders, but less so on small 
vehicle school transport as districts, such as ours, tend to limit vehicle age on licensed taxis. 
  
 
Planning and Discharge of Conditions applications received 

Application numbers at the end of February are down slightly on previous years. 
 

 
Major and Minor dwelling applications and householder applications received 
comparison 
 

 1/3/22 – 
28/2/23 

1/3/23 – 
29/2/24 

1/3/24 – 
28/2/25 

No. of Major dwelling applications rec’d 20 17 22 

No. of Minor dwelling applications rec’d 316 241 256 

No. of Householder applications rec’d 729 617 621 

Total 1065 875 899 

 

*Minor dwelling applications = up to 10 units *Major dwelling applications = over 10 units 

2025 performance for determining planning applications 1/1/25 – 28/2/25 



 National target Performance 

Major 60% 88% 

Non – Major 70% 95% 

 
Appeal Performance – appeal decisions made by The Planning Inspectorate between 
1/3/24 – 28/2/25.  This measure is different to the ‘quality of decision’ measure.  

 Officer delegated Committee 
overturns 

Total 

Appeals Dismissed Allowed Dismissed Allowed Dismissed Allowed 

Planning 46 13 4 6 50 19 

 78% 22% 40% 60% 72% 28% 

Enforcement 4 2     

 67% 33%     

 
Quality of decisions 
 
This measure calculates the percentage of the total number of decisions made by the Local 
Planning Authority on applications that are then overturned at Appeal.   
 
The Assessment period for this measure is two years up to and including the most recent 
quarter plus 9 months.  Therefore, performance at the end of February 2025 is calculated as 
follows: 
 
Planning applications determined by the Local Planning Authority between 01/6/2022 to 
31/5/2024 (not the date the Local Planning Authority receives the appeal decision from the 
Inspectorate) plus 9 months to allow appeals to be determined by the Planning Inspectorate 
= 28/2/2025.  
 
The threshold for designation for both Major and Non-Major is 10% - this is the figure that 
should not be exceeded, otherwise there is a risk of the Authority being designated by the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG).  
 

MAJOR 

No. of Decisions Issued No. Allowed on Appeal % Overturned 

98 3 3.06% 

 

NON-MAJOR 

No. of Decisions Issued No. Allowed on Appeal % Overturned 

2930 26 0.89% 

 

Revenue income for financial year 2024/25 (Planning and Discharge income) 

Figures are based on a full year projected income budget of £1,100,000. 

Projected Actual Variance with projected 

April 24 – Feb 25 April 24 – Feb 25  

£1,008,333 £895,533 -£112,800 

 
 
 
 



Performance and extensions of time  
 
The DM staff are continuing to reduce the reliance on EoTs with performance exceeding 
government targets, as evidenced above.  
 
Development Management staff update 
 
Advertisements were issued for 4 posts (x 2 Principal Planner, 1 Senior Planner and 1 
Planner) including a landing page on 20th February, closing on 12th March 2025.  Interviews 
are scheduled for the end of March. 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
 
The latest round of CIL funding applications closed on the 1 February.  

 

We received 49 valid applications, requesting a total of £2.1m. As current funding available 

to be allocated was £1,6m, there were some projects that have not received CIL funding in 

this round. 

 

The CIL Officers reviewed all funding submissions, and where possible provided advice and 

guidance to applicants; to clarify details, request further evidence of support and amend 

scoring based on submitted quotes less match funding.  

 

The CIL Spending Panel reviewed the current round of applications on the 17 February. All 
applicants have been formally notified of the panels’ decision, relating to projects up to £50k.  
Projects over £50k successfully went before R&D and Cabinet for review and allocation.  
 
 
Local Plan 
 
The Borough Council formally submitted its Local Plan in March 2022 for Examination.  In 
doing so we made a formal request to the Secretary of State for the Department for Levelling 
Up, Housing & Communities (now the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government) that the appointed Inspectors recommend any modifications required to make 
the Local Plan legally compliant and sound, and thus capable of being adopted.     
     
The Borough Council received the final Inspectors Report, and Main Modification Schedule, 
on the 21 February 2025. This has been published and marks the end of the Local Plan 
Examination. The Inspectors Report concludes that the Local Plan as submitted in 
combination with the Main Modifications provides an appropriate basis for planning of the 
Borough. The Local Plan has been found ‘sound’ which means it meets the legal and policy 
tests and therefore is capable of adoption. A report has been prepared, and this has been 
taken through the Borough Council’s internal processes to Council (27/03/2025) with the 
recommendation that the Local Plan be formally adopted. 
  
 
Neighbourhood Planning Update  

As of March 2025, there are 22 “made” (adopted) neighbourhood plans in place, covering 
25 parishes.  This includes, most recently, the Ringstead Neighbourhood Plan 2021-2036, 
passed at referendum on 13th February 2025 and “made” on 20th February 2025.  Details of 
recently made and emerging neighbourhood plans are set out below: 
 
 



 
Neighbourhood Plans recently “Made” or passed at referendum  
 

  Current position  

Grimston, Pott Row, Roydon and 
Congham Neighbourhood Plan 
2017-2036 

Passed at referendum, 22 August 2024; “made” 27 
August 2024  

North Wootton Neighbourhood 
Plan 2022-2036 

Passed at referendum, 14 November 2024; “made” 
27 November 2024  

Ringstead Neighbourhood Plan 
2021-2036 

Passed at referendum, 13 February 2025; “made” 
20 February 2025 

  
 
Emerging Neighbourhood Plans  
 

  Current position  

Docking Preliminary draft Plan Strategic Environmental 
Assessment/ Habitat Regulations Assessment 
consultation with Environment Agency/ Historic 
England/ Natural England (January 2025) 
 
1st draft Plan (Regulation 14) consultation, 17 
February – 31 March 2025; anticipated 
submission summer 2025. 

Ingoldisthorpe Draft evidence documents under preparation (e.g. 
Design Codes, Housing Needs Assessment) 
prepared late 2025/ early 2025; anticipated 
Regulation 14 consultation summer 2025 

Marshland St James Preliminary draft Plan Strategic Environmental 
Assessment/ Habitat Regulations Assessment 
consultation with Environment Agency/ Historic 
England/ Natural England (June/ July 2024) 
 
1st draft Plan (Regulation 14) consultation, 1 
November – 13 December 2024 (inclusive); 
anticipated submission (Regulation 15), late-
March 2025 

Pentney 1st draft Plan (Regulation 14) consultation March-
May 2023; Plan submission anticipated summer/ 
autumn 2025 

Syderstone Preliminary draft Plan Strategic Environmental 
Assessment/ Habitat Regulations Assessment 
consultation with Environment Agency/ Historic 
England/ Natural England (September/ October 
2024) 
 
1st draft Plan (Regulation 14) consultation, 4 
November – 16 December 2024 (inclusive); 
submitted 21 February 2025; proposed Regulation 
16 consultation, 24 March – 12 May 2025 
(inclusive), followed by independent examination, 
summer 2025 



Walpole Preliminary draft Plan Strategic Environmental 
Assessment/ Habitat Regulations Assessment 
consultation with Environment Agency/ Historic 
England/ Natural England (June/ July 2024) 
 
1st draft Plan (Regulation 14) consultation, 21 
October – 2 December 2024 (inclusive); submitted 
13 February 2025 (Regulation 15); proposed 
Regulation 16 consultation, 24 March – 12 May 
2025 (inclusive), followed by independent 
examination, summer 2025 

Walpole Cross Keys (review of 
2017 Neighbourhood Plan) 

Preliminary draft Plan Strategic Environmental 
Assessment/ Habitat Regulations Assessment 
consultation with Environment Agency/ Historic 
England/ Natural England (June/ July 2024) 
 
1st draft Plan (Regulation 14) consultation, 21 
October – 2 December 2024 (inclusive); submitted 
31 January 2025 (Regulation 15); proposed 
Regulation 16 consultation, 24 March – 12 May 
2025 (inclusive), followed by independent 
examination, summer 2025   

In addition, several other 
Parishes are designated 
Neighbourhood Areas, but 
progress with plan-making is 
unknown or at an early stage 

Burnham Overy; Dersingham; Downham Market; 
Great Massingham; Outwell; Shouldham; Tilney St 
Lawrence; West Dereham 

Recent expressions of interest 
(2024-25) 

King’s Lynn Area Committee; Little Massingham 
Parish Council; Titchwell Parish Meeting 

 
 

  

 
Licensing 
 

 New taxi fee levels will be implemented from 1st April 2025, following Council 
approval in January of this year.    

 New taxi conditions and procedures, also approved by Council in January, are 
now in place.  

 Officers from various teams within the BC (Planning/CSNN/Health & 
Safety/Clean Neighbourhoods) joined together, assisted by officers from 
Norfolk Constabulary, to execute search warrants with Licensing officers at 
three separate premises within the Borough in recent weeks. No further detail 
can be disclosed at this time as it may interfere with legal proceedings.  

 The new primate licensing regime comes into effect from 1st April 2025. We 
have received one enquiry but we do not know how many primates may require 
licensing.  

 Government have announced that they are not extending the automatic right 
of premises with alcohol on sales to have off sales beyond 31st March 2025. 

 Legislation requires we review our Licensing Act Policy this year and have a 
new one in place by January 2026 – we are currently liaising with other Norfolk 
authorities. 



 The Tobacco and Vapes Bill is currently at reports stage in the House of 
Commons, and may require any premises selling tobacco, vapes and 
associated products to have a premises licence, and any person a personal 
licence. https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3703 As this may be administered by 
Local Authorities and enforced by Trading Standards we need to bear in mind 
there may be an impact on resources.   

 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3703

