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BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KING’S LYNN & WEST NORFOLK
ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY PANEL
Minutes from the Meeting of the Environment and Community Panel held on
Tuesday, 20th April, 2021 at 3.00 pm in the Remote Meeting on Zoom and
available for the public to view on WestNorfolkBC on You Tube - Zoom and
You Tube
PRESENT: Councillor C Sampson (Chair), L Bambridge, C Bower (Vice Chair),
A Bubb, A Bullen, S Collop, M de Whalley, I Devereux (substitute for J Kirk), A
Kemp, J Lowe and J Rust (substitute for S Squire)
Portfolio Holders
Councillor S Dark – Portfolio Holder for Environment
Councillor P Kunes – Portfolio Holder for Commercial Services
Councillor E Nockolds – Portfolio Holder for Culture, Heritage and Health
Members present under Standing Order 34: Councillors Blunt and Holmes.
Officers
Barry Brandford – Waste and Recycling Manager
Martin Chisholm – Assistant Director
Peter Jermany – Principal Planner Policy and Water Management Officer
Phillip Eke – Tourism Officer
EC175:

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and informed them that
the meeting was being streamed live on You Tube.
To watch the recording of the meeting click here.

EC176:

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Squire, J Kirk
and M Wilkinson.

EC177:

MINUTES
RESOLVED: The Minutes from the previous meeting were agreed as a
correct record.

EC178:

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

EC179:

URGENT BUSINESS
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There was none.
EC180:

MEMBERS PRESENT PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 34
Councillors Blunt and Holmes.

EC181:

CHAIR'S CORRESPONDENCE
There was none.

EC182:

FENS BIOSPHERE
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
The Principal Planner, Policy and Water Management Officer
presented the report.
The Chair thanked the officer for his report and invited questions and
comments from the Panel, as summarised below.
Councillor Rust stated that this supported the work of Informal Working
Groups, Portfolio Holders and was good for climate change. She
asked if there would be the potential to extend the protected area
under this initiative and the Principal Planner Policy and Water
Management Officer provided detail of the other areas in the Borough
that had protected statuses.
In response to questions from Councillor Bambridge regarding
sustainable housing and resilience building it was explained that ways
of achieving this could be looked at as part of the project.
In response to a question from Councillor de Whalley it was explained
that proposals would develop once the Council had indicated its
support to the project and it moved forward. He explained that things
such as silt fens could be looked at by the Steering Group.
Councillor Kemp asked if there would be the potential to extend the
designated area further along the Ouse. It was explained that the
Steering Group were looking at the designated area and extending it to
incorporate more of the Ouse was one of the things that had been
highlighted.
Councillor Devereux referred to resilience and explained that there was
a broad scope of projects looking at the Fens and this was something
that the Environment and Community Panel could potentially be briefed
on in the future.
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The Portfolio Holder for Culture, Heritage and Health highlighted the
added benefits of the proposed designation in relation to leisure and
tourism and work that could be carried out with schools.
Councillor Bullen stated that he hoped that residents would be
engaged in activities and that wildlife should be core of the project.
In response to questions from Councillor Bubb it was confirmed that
this designation would have no impact on planning powers and there
was no intention of any powers or control being taken away.
Councillor Holmes addressed the Panel under Standing Order 34 and
hoped that the project would be publicised and give schools the
opportunity to become involved.
Councillor Kunes, Portfolio Holder for Climate Change highlighted the
importance of the Fens and agriculture and hoped that no arable land
would be lost to re-flood the Fens.
Councillor Blunt addressed the Panel under Standing Order 34 and
asked if other Local Authorities had signed up to the project. It was
explained that there had been progress with other relevant authorities
that were now taking the proposals forward for consideration and a
Steering Group meeting would be held shortly to update on progress.
The Environment and Community Panel could be kept up to date on
progress.
Councillor de Whalley made reference to sustainability and recreating
fenland. He asked what UNESCO’s main aims were and referred to a
report published by Natural England. The Principal Planner and Water
Management Officer provided detail on the creation of new areas and
there was the potential to link up with other Local Authorities in the
future.
RESOLVED: That the Environment and Community Panel supports the
recommendation to Cabinet as set out below.
That the Borough Council expresses in principle support for the
designation by UNESCO of a Fens Biosphere.
EC183:

WORK PROGRAMME AND FORWARD DECISION LIST
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
The following items were raised for consideration in the future:
-

Markets
Anti-littering and prevention of Fly Tipping
Review of littering policies.
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RESOLVED: The Panel’s Work Programme was noted.
EC184:

ARRANGEMENTS FOR CABINET MEMBERS QUESTIONS AT
FUTURE MEETINGS
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
The Chair explained that at a previous Cabinet meeting it had been
suggested that Cabinet Members be invited to Panel meetings for
question and answer sessions.
The Panel discussed the possible arrangements for this.
RESOLVED: That Cabinet Members question and answer sessions be
added to the Agenda as a standing item and that the relevant Cabinet
Members be invited to attend Panel meetings as appropriate.

EC185:

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Environment and Community Panel would be
held on 9th June 2021.

EC186:

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube.
RESOLVED: That under Section 100 (A)(f) of the Local Government
Act, 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the
following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely
disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of
Schedule 12A to the Act.

EC187:

FOOD WASTE CONTRACT
The Waste and Recycling Manager presented the report and
responded to questions from the Panel.
RESOLVED: That the Environment and Community Panel support the
recommendations to Cabinet as set out in the report.

The meeting closed at 4.40 pm

