
           
 
 
 
 
 

 
STANDARDS 
COMMITTEE 
 
AGENDA 
 
 

 
 
WEDNESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2010 
at 10.30 am 
  
 
 
Heritage Room 
Town Hall 
Saturday Market Place 
King’s Lynn 
Norfolk 

 
 



 
 

If you require parts of this document in another  language, large print, audio, Braille or any 

alternative format please contact the Council Information Centre on 01553 616200 and we will 

do our best to help. 

 

LATVIAN 
Ja Jums nepieciešamas daļas no šī dokumenta citā valodā, lielā drukā, audio, Braila rakstā 

vai alternatīvā formātā, lūdzu, sazinieties ar Padomes informācijas centru (Council 

Information Centre) pa 01553 616200 un mēs centīsimies Jums palīdzēt. 

 

RUSSIAN 
Если вам нужны части этого документа на другом языке, крупным шрифтом, шрифтом 

Брайля, в аудио- или ином формате, обращайтесь в Информационный Центр Совета 

по тел.: 01553 616200, и мы постараемся вам помочь. 

 

LITHUANIAN 
Jei pageidaujate tam tikros šio dokumento dalies kita kalba, dideliu šriftu, Brailio raštu, kitu 

formatu ar norite užsisakyti garso įrašą, susisiekite su Savivaldybės informacijos centru 

(Council Information Centre) telefonu 01553 616200 ir mes pasistengsime jums kiek 

įmanoma padėti. 

 

POLISH 
Jeśli pragną Państwo otrzymać fragmenty niniejszego dokumentu w innym języku, w dużym 

druku, w formie nagrania audio, alfabetem Braille’a lub w jakimkolwiek innym alternatywnym 

formacie, prosimy o kontakt z Centrum Informacji Rady pod numerem 01553 616200, zaś my 

zrobimy, co możemy, by Państwu pomóc. 

 

PORTUGUESE 
Se necessitar de partes deste documento em outro idioma, impressão grande, áudio, Braille 

ou qualquer outro formato alternativo, por favor contacte o Centro de Informações do 

Município pelo 01553 616200, e faremos o nosso melhor para ajudar. 

 
 



  
King’s Court, Chapel Street, King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 1EX 
Telephone: 01553 616377 
Fax: 01553 691663 
 
 
7 December 2010 
 
 
Dear Member 
 
Standards Committee 
 
You are hereby invited to attend a meeting of the above Committee to be held 
on Wednesday 15 December 2010, in the Heritage Room, Town Hall, 
Saturday Market Place, King’s Lynn at 10.30 am to discuss the business 
shown below. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Chief Executive 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1 APOLOGIES
 
 To receive any apologies for absence. 
 
2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
 To approve the Minutes of the following meetings (previously 

circulated, copies available on request): 
 
Full Standards Committee
 
18 June 2010 
24 August 2010 
 
Standards Committee – Panel Hearing
 
29 June 2010 
11 November 2010 
 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Please indicate whether the interest is a personal one only or one 

which is also prejudicial.  A declaration of an interest should indicate 
the nature of the interest and the agenda item to which it relates.  In the 
case of a personal interest, the member may speak and vote on the 



matter.  If a prejudicial interest is declared, the member should 
withdraw from the room whilst the matter is discussed. 

 
 These declarations apply to all those members present, whether the 

member is part of the meeting, attending to speak as a local member 
on an item or simply observing the meeting from the public seating 
area. 

 
4 RECORDING OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
 
 To receive a report from the Deputy Monitoring Officer (attached at 

page 1). 
 
5 MEMBER/OFFICER PROTOCOL ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 To receive a report from the Monitoring Officer (attached at page 2). 
 
6 UPDATE ON STANDARDS FOR ENGLAND 
 
 To receive a verbal update from the Monitoring Officer. 
 
7 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
8 DATE OF NEXT MEETING OF THE FULL STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE
 
 To be agreed. 
 
 
 
To: Councillor I Goodson, D Harwood, J Legg, A Tyler and C Walters 
 
 Mr M Sale (Independent Member), Mr R Steward (Independent 

Member), Mr G Brierley (Independent Member), Mr J Dawson (Parish 
Representative), Mr E Langford (Parish Representative), Mr D 
Shepperson (Parish Representative) 

  
 N Leader, Legal Services Manager/Monitoring Officer 
 T Campion, Solicitor and Deputy Monitoring Officer 
 J Bullen, Senior Lawyer 
 
  
Contact:  Wendy Vincent, Democratic Services Officer, (01553) 616377 or 

wendy.vincent@west-norfolk.gov.uk
 

mailto:wendy.vincent@west-norfolk.gov.uk


 
 
 
Item 4 
 
 
 
Recording of Parish Council Meetings 
 
The position with regard to the recording of Parish Council meetings by 
members of the public or a councillor without the knowledge or consent of the 
Parish Council.  The starting point for this would be the Parish Council’s 
constitution which may address this issue.  In the Borough Council’s 
Constitution it says:- 
 
“36.1 Any person wishing to broadcast or record a Meeting should seek the 
permission of the chair and vice chair of that meeting.” 
 
There may be a similar provision in the Parish Councils’ Constitution covering 
this issue. 
 
Both the Office of Surveillance Commissioners Office and Information 
Commissioners’ Office are not interested in the recording of meetings by 
members of the public or Councillors. The OSC say that the recording and 
playback of conversations at Council meetings or phone conversations by 
private individuals are outside the terms of the Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers Act 2000 (Directed Surveillance.)  The Act only applies to Public 
Authorities (Borough Council) carrying out the directed surveillance. 
 
The ICO are not concerned over this issue as they are of the opinion that 
there is a limited expectation of privacy at a public meeting. 
 
The following legislation may be useful contained in the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
 
Section 1(7) that…nothing is this section shall require a body to permit the 
taking of photographs of any proceedings, or the use of any means to enable 
persons not present to see or hear any proceedings (whether at the time or 
later) or the making of any oral report on any proceedings as they take place.” 
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Item 5 
 
 

REPORT TO STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 

 
Date of meeting: 15th December 2010   
 
MEMBER/OFFICER PROTOCOL ANNUAL REPORT  
 
Summary 
A report to update members of the Standards Committee on the  
member/officer protocol. 
 
Recommendation 
That Standards Committee note the report. 
 
 
 
1 Background 
 
1.1 On the 25th June 2009 the Council adopted a member/officer protocol 

recommended for approval by the Standards Committee. The protocol 
was subsequently published on the Council’s website in July 2009. 

 
1.2 There have not been any subsequent referrals to the Monitoring Officer 

under the protocol.   
 
2 Financial Implications 
 
 None. 
 
3 Statutory Consideration 
 
 None. 
 
4 Risk Assessment 
 
  N/A. 
 
5 Access to Information  
 
 Relevant committee reports. 
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