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BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KING’S LYNN & WEST NORFOLK 
 

CABINET SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Cabinet Scrutiny Committee 
held on Wednesday 19th October 2011 at 6.30pm  

in the Committee Suite, King’s Court, Chapel Street, King’s Lynn. 
 
 
PRESENT:    
 

Councillors I Mack (Chairman) 
B Ayres, D J Collis (substitute for I Gourlay) J Collop, G Howman, A Lovett, 

 G Sandell, M Tilbury and D Tyler (substitute for T Manley). 
 
 
Other Members Present: 
Councillor N Daubney, Leader & Portfolio Holder for Resources 
Councillor B Long, Deputy Leader & Portfolio Holder for Environment & Community 
  
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors I Gourlay and T Manley. 
 
 
CSC40 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
 
 In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman took the Chair. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That Councillor J Collop be appointed Vice-Chairman for 

the meeting. 
 
CSC41: MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd September 2011 were agreed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to the deletion of 
the following words (CSC37 - page 312, paragraph 3) 
 
“as to how this could be stopped from occurring again”. 
 

CSC42: URGENT BUSINESS UNDER STANDING ORDER 7
 
 There was no urgent business to report. 
  
CSC43: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
CSC44: MEMBERS PRESENT PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 34 
  
 There were no Members present under Standing Order 34. 
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CSC45: CHAIRMAN’S CORRESPONDENCE
 
 The Chairman had no correspondence to report. 
 
CSC46: RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
 
 There were no previous Committee recommendations. 
 
CSC47: MATTERS CALLED-IN PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 12 
 

There were no matters called-in pursuant to Standing Order 12. 
 

CSC48: EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
 

  RESOLVED: “That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government 
 Act, 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the 
 following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely 
 disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of 
 Schedule 12A to the Act.” 
 

CSC49: RECYCLING OF WASTE
 

The Chairman stated that the Recycling of Waste report had been a late 
report to Cabinet and therefore there had been no opportunity for it to be 
considered by the appropriate Policy and Review Panel, however, he 
acknowledged the reasons behind the timing of the report.  He took the 
opportunity to thank the Leader and the Portfolio Holder, Environment 
and Community for attending the meeting and participating in the scrutiny 
process. 

 
Councillor Collop explained that he supported the recommendations in 
the report but referred to recent comments made in the local Press from 
the relevant Portfolio Holder at Norfolk County Council, and in doing so 
questioned what costs were involved in the procurement of a “black bin 
waste” contract.  The Portfolio Holder, Environment and Community 
explained that the purpose of undertaking the procurement process was 
to gain an understanding of the costs that would be involved.  It was not 
known how long the procurement process would take but the Portfolio 
Holder undertook to inform Members of the outcome as soon as it was 
known.  In response to a further query from Councillor Collop, the 
Portfolio Holder gave an outline of the general costs and savings that it 
was hoped could be achieved for both the Council and Norfolk County 
Council by securing such a contract. He also explained that it was hoped 
such a contract would be in place within 18 months to 2 years.  The 
Portfolio Holder, Environment and Community confirmed that the 
Borough Council were currently taking the lead in the procurement 
exercise, with interest having being expressed by all the other district 
councils in Norfolk, including Norwich City Council.   
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Councillor D J Collis stated that he also supported the report to undertake 
a procurement exercise for a black bin waste contract but questioned 
whether recommendation 3 would benefit from an  amendment to make it 
more explicit and fully reflect the debate at the meeting of the Cabinet 
and to clarify that the process would involve a number of subsequent 
reports at the appropriate stages and fully involve the Policy & Review 
Panel(s).  In response, the Portfolio Holder, Environment and Community 
explained that the procurement exercise was the initial stage of the 
process and that there would be a number of subsequent 
reports/decisions that would need to be considered by Cabinet and as 
ultimately it would be a change in policy, by Full Council. 
 

 The Leader concurred with the comments made by the Portfolio Holder 
 and referred back to the Council’s Extraordinary Meeting held earlier in 
 the year at which it had been agreed to instruct officers to look at options 
 available to the Council in dealing with West Norfolk’s waste.  He stated 
 that he was more than willing to discuss the issue with any Member of 
 the Council and gave his full assurance that the process would involve 
 the appropriate Policy and Review Panel(s) and shared with all Members 
 of the Council. 
 
 The Chairman referred to the statutory considerations outlined in the 
 report in that Norfolk County Council were the waste disposal authority 
 and may direct the Council in terms of delivery of waste to its sites for 
 disposal and questioned the Portfolio Holder as to what the implications 
 in relation to this were for the Council.    In response, the Portfolio Holder 
 stated that the Council were the collection authority and confirmed 
 that the responsibility for the disposal of the waste was the responsibility 
 of the County Council.  He explained that the aim was to increase 
 recycling rates and therefore decrease the amount of waste that would 
 need to be disposed by the County Council. 
 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the Cabinet be informed that the Cabinet 
 Scrutiny Committee fully endorse the recommendations detailed in the 
 report and agreed by Cabinet. 
 
 RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

CSC50: PORTFOLIO HOLDERS’ DECISIONS MADE UNDER DELEGATED 
POWERS 

 
 There was none.  
 
CSC51: DATE OF NEXT MEETING
 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Committee was scheduled to be 
held on Wednesday 16th November 2011 at 6pm. 

 
Meeting closed at 6.52pm 
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